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Augustine, 354-430 A.D. 
“O God, you are the light of the minds that know you,  
 the life of the souls that love you,  
 and the strength of the hearts that serve you. 

Help us so to know you that we may truly 
  love you, 
 so to love you that we may fully serve you, 
  whom to serve is perfect freedom; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

 



A Transforming Vision 
Isaiah 6:1-8 



A. Vision  (6:1-4) 



Isaiah 6:1-4 
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated 
on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe 
filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphs, each with six 
wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two 
they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.  
3 And they were calling to one another:  

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is 
full of his glory.”  
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds 
shook and the temple was filled with smoke.  
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We need a fresh understanding of 
who God is. 



A. Vision  (6:1-4) 
We need a fresh understanding of 
who God is. 

We particularly need to see him for 
the holy God he is. 
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Holiness / holy 
 900+ times in the Bible 

 God’s absolute moral purity 
and transcendence over creation 

 His majesty and moral purity 



B. Confession  (6:5) 
5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! 
For I am a man of unclean lips, and 
I live among a people of unclean 
lips, and my eyes have seen the 
King, the LORD Almighty.”  
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1 Timothy 1:17 

 

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, 
the only God, be honor and glory for ever and 
ever. Amen.  



1 Timothy 6:16 

 

who alone is immortal and who lives in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has seen 
or can see. To him be honor and might forever. 
Amen.  



B. Confession  (6:5) 
 

The proper response to God’s 
holiness is confession and 
repentance. 



C. Purification  (6:6-7) 
God graciously provides the cleansing 
we need. 



C. Purification  (6:6-7) 
6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me 
with a live coal in his hand, which he 
had taken with tongs from the altar.  
7 With it he touched my mouth and 
said, “See, this has touched your lips; 
your guilt is taken away and your sin 
atoned for.”  



D. Commission  (6:8) 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send? And 
who will go for us?”  

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”  



D. Commission  (6:8) 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send? And 
who will go for us?”  

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”  

It is only now that we are ready to 
respond to his call for service.  



D. Commission  (6:8) 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send? And 
who will go for us?”  

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Confession and cleansing must come 
before commissioning.  
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Personal Reflection 
• A purifying experience 

o Sinfulness exposed & guilt removed 

o Motives refined 

• A fresh vision of God in his holiness that 
compels us to turn away from the sin 
which clings so tenaciously to us 

 





The path to usefulness 
leads through 

confession. 



Proverbs 28:13 

 

He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but 
whoever confesses and renounces them finds 
mercy.  



1 Peter 2:9 

 

But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to 
God, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 



1 Peter 1:15-16 

 
15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be 
holy in all you do; 16 for it is written:  
“Be holy, because I am holy.”  


