
Three in One 
Knowing God: Part 15 

Matthew 3:16-17 



Introduction 

 God’s Sovereignty and Human 

Responsibility 



Introduction 

 God’s Sovereignty and Human 

Responsibility 

 Paradox  



Introduction 

 God’s Sovereignty and Human 

Responsibility 

 Paradox – Matt 16:25  



Introduction 

 God’s Sovereignty and Human 

Responsibility 

 Paradox – Matt 16:25 

 Antinomy  



ANTINOMY 

An antinomy “is not a real contradiction, 

though it looks like one.  It is an apparent 

incompatibility between two apparent 

truths.” 

    -- J.I. Packer 
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 What we don’t believe. 

 What we do believe. 

There is one God who exists in three 

persons. 



TRINITY 

God eternally exists as three persons, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and each 

person is fully God, and there is one 

God.     -- Wayne Grudem 
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Introduction 

 God’s Sovereignty and Human 

Responsibility 

 What we don’t believe. 

 What we do believe. 

 What is the basis for our belief? 

 God’s inspired word, the Bible. 
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Isaiah 45:5-6 
5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; apart 

from me there is no God. I will strengthen you, 

though you have not acknowledged me,  
6 so that from the rising of the sun to the place 

of its setting men may know there is none 

besides me. I am the LORD, and there is no 

other.  
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 Isaiah 45:21-22 
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Matthew 3:16-17 
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up 

out of the water. At that moment heaven was 

opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and lighting on him.  
17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my 

Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  
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Matthew 3:16-17 

Matthew 28:19 
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B. God exists in three persons. 

 Trinitarian passages 

 Jesus a distinct person 

 He’s our high priest and advocate. 

 1 John 2:1; Hebrews 7:25 

 Jesus was sent by the Father and prayed 

to the Father. 
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B. God exists in three persons. 

 Trinitarian passages 

 Jesus a distinct person 

 Holy Spirit a distinct person 

 John 14:26; John 15:26 

 He was sent by the Father and the Son. 
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 There is only one God. 

 God exists in three persons. 

 Each person is fully God. 
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C. Each person is fully God. 

 Father 

 Genesis 1:1; Matthew 6:26-32 
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C. Each person is fully God. 

 Father 

 Son 

 John 1:1-4 



John 1:1-4 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 

was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him 

all things were made; without him nothing was 

made that has been made. 4 In him was life, 

and that life was the light of men.  



John 20:28 

 

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”  



John 20:29-31 
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen 
me, you have believed; blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed.”  
30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not recorded 
in this book. 31 But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his 
name.  



Colossians 1:15-20 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn over all creation. 16 For by him all 

things were created: things in heaven and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

powers or rulers or authorities; all things were 

created by him and for him. 17 He is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together.  



Colossians 1:15-20 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he 

is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 

dead, so that in everything he might have the 

supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all 

his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether things on 

earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross.  



Hebrews 1:3 

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the 

exact representation of his being, sustaining 

all things by his powerful word. After he had 

provided purification for sins, he sat down at 

the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  



Hebrews 1:8 

 

But about the Son he says, “Your throne,  

O God, will last for ever and ever, and 

righteousness will be the scepter of your 

kingdom.” 
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Acts 5:3-4 
3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan 

has so filled your heart that you have lied to the 

Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the 

money you received for the land? 4 Didn’t it 

belong to you before it was sold? And after it was 

sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What 

made you think of doing such a thing? You have 

not lied to men but to God.”  
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C. Each person is fully God. 

 Father 

 Son 

 Holy Spirit 

 Has the authority of God.  (Acts 5:3-4) 

 Has the attributes of God. (Ps 139:7-8) 

 Does the works of God. 
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D. Unity in diversity. 

 “They are equal in essence yet distinct 

in function.”  (ESVSB) 



1 Peter 1:1-2 
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s 

elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout 

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia,  
2 who have been chosen according to the 

foreknowledge of God the Father, through the 

sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to 

Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace 

and peace be yours in abundance.  
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D. Unity in diversity. 

 “They are equal in essence yet distinct 

in function.”  (ESVSB) 

 Creation 

 Redemption 
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Conclusion 

 Analogies 

 Practical Implications 

 Helps us avoid false ideas about God. 

 Makes the atonement possible. 

 Model for relationships. 

 Incarnation. 



Personal Reflection 

 How can we grow in our appreciation of 

each person of the one Triune God? 



Personal Reflection 

 How can we grow in our appreciation of 

each person of the one Triune God? 

 Morning Prayer 


