Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1 Timothy 2:1-7

The Spreading Flame
Background

We ended Acts with Paul under house arrest in Rome.  Paul was released after about 2 years, and was able to conduct further ministry for a couple years.  About AD 63 Paul wrote his first letter to Timothy, whom he’d left in Ephesus to deal with some troubles that were threatening the church.
Digging In
1. Read 1 Tim 1.  What were some of the problems plaguing the church in Ephesus?
2. Read 1 Tim 2:1-2.  Who did Paul instruct Timothy to pray for?
3. What would be the modern-day equivalent of these people?

4. What purpose does Paul have in mind?  (v. 2)
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Read vss. 3-4.  Paul wants the Ephesians to be able to live peaceful, quiet, godly and holy lives.  How is this related to the spread of the gospel?

6. Read vss. 5-6.  How is God’s concern for all people seen in these verses?

7. How does this passage teach that there is only one way to be reconciled to God?

Getting Personal

· How does the purpose and practice of prayer in this passage differ from the way we usually pray?
· How can we make intercession for government leaders a regular part of our prayer lives?

· How should God’s desire for people to be saved shape the way we pray for government leaders?

· How can our prayers better reflect God’s concern for all people to come to know him?

· What specific steps can you take to apply what you’ve learned from this passage to your own prayer life? 

