Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Romans 8:18-27
Coming Attractions
Getting Started
What are some things you’re looking forward to in 2021?
Background
Read Rom 8:1-17.  Give 2 or 3 examples from these verses of how we can experience life through the Spirit.
Digging In
1. Read Rom 8:18-19.  Why should we not allow our present sufferings to dominate our thinking?
2. What do you think Paul means by the glory that will be revealed in us?  (See 2 Cor 4:16-18; Rom 5:1-2; and 1 John 3:2)
3. Read vss. 20-22.  How has the whole creation been affected by the sin of Adam?  (See Gen 3:17-19)
4. What are God’s plans for creation?
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Read vss. 23-25.  What does Paul mean by saying that we have the firstfruits of the Spirit?  (See Rom 8:16; 2 Cor 1:21-22; Eph 1:13-14)
6. According to these verses, what are we waiting for?
7. Read vss. 26-27.  How does the Spirit help us in our weakness?
8. Why are the prayers of the Holy Spirit effective?
Getting Personal

· What sufferings, difficulties or anxieties are you facing?
· Reflect on the future freedom and glory that God has planned for us.  How do these coming attractions put our difficulties into perspective?

· How do they provide an incentive to pursue godliness now?

· Are there times when you don’t know what to pray for?  Explain.

· How does this passage give you hope for such times?

