
 

The Second Coming 
 

Introduction: Every Christmas, the whole world 
remembers the first coming of Jesus Christ to planet Earth. 
Revelation 1:7 tells us that when he comes 
again “every eye shall see Him.” Sometimes 
there is confusion between the second coming 
and what we call the rapture. The chart below 
is an attempt to help us see the difference. 

 

               Rapture             Second Coming  

Christ comes in the air Christ comes to the earth 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 Zechariah 14:4 

Christ comes for His saints 
Christ comes WITH His 
saints 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 
1 Thessalonians 3:13, Jude 
1:14 

Imminent Many signs; Matthew 24-25 

Time of blessing Time of death, destruction 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Zechariah 4:12-15 

 

So the next major event when God intervenes on planet 
Earth is the rapture, followed by the tribulation and the 
second coming of Christ.  Jesus told us to watch. 
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