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 1 Peter  4:7-11 
We Display the Gospel When We Use Our Gifts
 Background
Who, when, what, where and why.
Who was Peter? When was Peter writing this letter? Where was Peter and where are the recipients located? Why was he writing this letter to these churches?
Digging In
1. Read 1 Peter 4:7-8
a. What does the apostle Peter mean when he says the culmination of all things is near? Read 1:13, 4:7, and 5:8. 
b. The apostle Peter uses the word “sober” three times in 1 Peter. How is he using this word? Also notice the words that accompany it. Why is this word important to what he is communicating to these churches?
c. What does the apostle Peter mean when he says, “love covers a multitude of sins”? Is he saying that love can atone for sins? Read 1 Peter 3:18. 
d. Who is the apostle Peter telling these churches to love?
e. Summarize vv.7-8 in your own words.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. [bookmark: _Hlk87524215]Read 1 Peter 4:9
a. Do a quick study on the word “hospitality” that the apostle Peter is using in this section. How did first century Christians show hospitality in the church? Why does the apostle Peter tell these churches not to grumble when they are showing hospitality?
b. Summarize v.9 in your own words.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Read 1 Peter 4:10-11
a. How does the apostle Peter categorize gifts? Also, why is it important that the apostle Peter said they received the gifts?
b. What does the phrase “words, oracles or sayings of God” mean? (Read Rev. 1:2,9; 6:9; 19:13; 22:9 1 Jn.2:14.)
c. Notice what the apostle Peter says in v.11, at the end of speaking gifts and serving gifts. What is the point of adding these clarifications at the end of each gift? 
d. How does the apostle Peter inform these churches on how to use their gifts? (v.10)
e. Summarize vv.10-11 in your own words.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Getting Personal
a. How are you using your gifts for the local church?
b. According to the apostle Peter, what is the point of using gifts? 
c. Share a story of how you noticed someone in the church using their gifts and how that ministered to you or someone in the church.
d. If everyone in the church used their gifts, what would the church look like?
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