Questions for Reflection and Discussion
1 Corinthians 11:17-34
The Lord’s Supper

Getting Started
When is tradition a good thing?

Digging In
1. For background, read Matthew 26:26-29. Write a brief summary of what Jesus did and said.

2. Read 1 Cor 11:17-22. In the early church, the Lord’s Supper was usually part of a larger fellowship meal.
What was the problem in the church at Corinth?

3. How was their practice undermining one of the main purposes of the Lord’s Supper?

4. Readvss. 23-26. What did Jesus do with the bread? What did it symbolize?

5. What did he do with the cup? What did it symbolize?

6. What command is repeated in vss. 24 & 25?7 What does it mean?

7. In what sense does observing communion proclaim the Lord’s death?

8. Read vss. 27-34. Give an example of taking communion in an unworthy manner.

9. How does maintaining healthy relationships in the church relate to observing the Lord’s Supper?

10. In what sense is communion to be a time of both joyful celebration, and sober reflection?

Getting Personal
e Have you ever taken communion in just a routine manner, without really thinking about what it means?
How can you keep it from being an empty ritual?

e [sthere someone you need to forgive, or someone with whom you need to be reconciled, in order to take
communion with a clear conscience?



