Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Nehemiah 8
The Word at Work
Getting Started
List five benefits we receive from reading God’s word.
Background
In spite of persistent opposition, Nehemiah persevered in leading the people to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.  Now they gather to hear God’s word.
Digging In
1. Read Neh 8:1-6.  Describe the scene depicted in these verses as if you were writing a report for a newspaper.
2. How did the people respond to the reading of God’s word? (vss. 3 & 6)
3. Read vss. 7-8.  How did the Levites help Ezra?
4. Read v. 9.  Why do you think the people were weeping?
5. Although there’s a time for weeping, on this occasion the people were told not to mourn or weep.  Why?
6. Read vss. 10-12.  Why was this an occasion for celebration?  How did the people celebrate?
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What do you think is meant by the phrase the joy of the Lord is your strength? (v. 10)
8. Read vss. 13-18.  What festival did they discover in God’s law?
9. How did they demonstrate obedience to God’s word? (16-18)
Getting Personal

· What can keep us from hearing and obeying God’s word?

· How can we make hearing and reading God’s word a regular part of our daily lives?

· What is your plan for reading God’s word on a regular basis?

· In what ways is God’s word at work in your life?  What difference is it making in your life?

