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Serving God’s Flock
Getting Started
People like to serve or volunteer in different ways – bringing a meal, yard work, counseling.  In what ways do you most like to help or serve?
Digging In
1. Read Acts 6:1-7.  What issue had arisen in the church at Jerusalem?
2. Why was this potentially a very serious problem?  What could have been the results if the issue were not resolved properly and promptly?
3. [image: C:\Users\Dean Wiebracht\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\WDRAHG5N\MC900203008[1].wmf]How did the apostles address the problem?
4. What qualities were the servers to have?
5. How did the resolution of this problem benefit the church, and the apostles?  (v. 7; vv. 2,4)
6. What would be a modern-day example of this problem that arose in the early church?  What are some possible solutions?
7. Read 1 Timothy 3:8-13.  Make a list of the qualifications given here for deacons.
8. What are the qualifications for deacons’ wives?
9. Why do you think such high qualifications are essential for those who would serve in the area of overseeing the benevolence ministry of the church, or other areas of practical concern (e.g. facilities)?
Getting Personal
· Although the list of qualifications in 1 Timothy 3:8-13 is specifically given for deacons and their wives, almost all of these are qualities that God desires for every believer.  In which of these areas are you doing fairly well?  In which of these areas are you falling short?
· Whether or not you’re a deacon, we’re all called to serve.  How is God calling you to serve at Shoestring?
· How can you assist the deacons as they serve the flock at Shoestring?
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