Questions for Reflection and Discussion

2 Peter 2:1-10a
Standing Firm
Getting Started
What would you say are the three greatest threats to the church in the U.S. today?
Background
Peter ended ch. 1 by writing of the inspiration of Old Testament prophecy.  He opens ch. 2 by saying that there were false prophets as well.
Digging In
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Read 2 Pet 2:1-3.  What comparison does Peter make between Old Testament times and the situation facing his readers?
2. How does he characterize these false teachers? What will they do?
3. What will be their fate?
4. Will they be effective?  Explain.
5. Read vss. 4-8.  What 3 examples does Peter give of the evil being judged?  (For background read Genesis 6-8, and 18:16 - 19:29.)
6. What examples does he give of God preserving the righteous?
7. What conclusion does he reach in verses 9-10a?  
8. How would this be an assurance to the Christians in Asia Minor?
Getting Personal

· Give some examples of false teaching that you have personally encountered?
· What is the difference between heresy and an honest  difference of opinion in interpreting Scripture?

· In your opinion, what false teaching in the U.S. represents the greatest threat to the health and wellbeing of the church?  Explain?

· How can Peter’s reminders and warnings be an encouragement to us today?  How can Peter’s words in this passage help us to stand firm in the faith?

