Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Acts 6:8-15
Being Steadfast
Background
Read Acts 6:1-7.  What do we learn about Stephen from these verses?
Digging In
1. Read Acts 6:8.  How is Stephen described in this verse?
2. How does this augment what we learn about Stephen in vss. 3 and 5?
3. Read vss. 9-10.  How is Luke’s description of Stephen’s ministry in 8:1 similar to his description of the ministry of the apostles in 4:33?
4. From where did opposition arise?
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Why were these accusers unable to make any headway in arguing against Stephen? (v. 10)

6. How is this a fulfillment of what Jesus taught in Luke 12:11-12?

7. Read vss. 11-14.  Write a brief summary of their accusations.
8. How are these accusations similar to one made against Jesus in Matthew 26:61?
9. Read v. 15.  How was Stephen’s appearance an evidence of God’s approval?  (see Exod 34:29-30)  How might this have caused his opponents to think twice about what they were doing?
Getting Personal
· Stephen was said to be full of God’s grace and power.  Do you think his example is out of reach for ordinary Christians today?  Why or why not?  

See John 14:16-17; Acts 1:8; Rom 8:9-11; 2 Cor 3:17-18; Gal 5:16; Gal 5:22-23.
· How can Stephen be an encouragement to us as we seek to share the gospel with our friends and neighbors?

· Look again at the description of Stephen in vss. 3, 5 and 8.  How can we follow in his footsteps?

