Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Colossians 2:8-15
Background.  

1. Read Col 2:6-7.  In Col 2:6-23 Paul is trying to get the Colossians to see that in Christ they have all the resources they need for godly living.  Summarize his opening comments in vv. 6-7.
Digging In

2. Read Col 2:8.  What is one way that we can be led astray from dependence on Christ?
3. Read Col 2:9-10.  According to v. 9, who is Jesus?  (cf. 1:19)

4. What does it mean that Christ is the head over every power and authority?  Why was this important for the Colossians to know?

5. What do you think it means that we have been given fullness in Christ?  (cf. 2 Peter 1:3-4)

6. Read Col 2:11-15.  The main idea in these verses is our identification with Christ.  In what ways are we identified with Christ?  (Hint: look for the key phrases in him and with Christ.)

7. [image: image1.wmf]How does this truth form a crucial part of the foundation for Christian living?

8. What power does our sinful nature have over us now?  Why?

9. How did God make us alive with Christ?
10. How did God deal with our sins?  (13-15)

11. How are Christ’s power and authority revealed through his work on the cross?

12. Read Romans 6:1-14.  According to this passage, what are the practical implications of our identification with Christ? 

Getting Personal

· In your own words, what does it mean to be alive with Christ?

· According to this passage, what hold does sin have over you now?  Explain your answer.
· How can what you’ve learned help you more fully enjoy life in Christ?

