Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Colossians 1:19-23
Getting Started
Give an example of reconciliation that you’ve observed or experienced.

Digging In
1. Background.  In vv. 15-17 Jesus is shown to be supreme over the natural creation.  In vv. 18-20 Paul teaches that Jesus is supreme over God’s new creation, the church.  He’s the head of the church; the first to rise from the dead with an immortal body; and he’s the one through whom God reconciled us to himself.

2. Look up the word reconcile in a dictionary and write the definition here:

3. Read Col 1:19-20.  Why was Jesus qualified to reconcile us to God?
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 Read v. 21.  Why did we need reconciliation?

5. Read v. 20 & 22.  How did God reconcile us to himself?

6. What did it cost God to reconcile us to himself.  (cf. John 3:16; Romans 5:6-8)

7. Why did God reconcile us to himself.  What purposes does Paul list in v. 22?

8. Write a paraphrase of v. 22.  (Put the verse in your own words.)

9. Read v. 23.  What is the evidence that a person has truly been reconciled to God?

10. Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21.  What does it mean to be an ambassador for Christ?  

11. Why are we to be Christ’s ambassadors?

Getting Personal

· Have you been reconciled to God?  Explain.

· Are you continuing in the faith?  

· In what ways are you living as an ambassador?  Give some examples.


