Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Colossians 2:1-7
Getting Started
Describe your most successful effort to grow something.
Background.  

1. Read Col 1:24-29.  1:24 begins a section in which Paul describes his labor for the church.  He viewed his sufferings as being for Christ and for the church.  What was Paul’s passion?
2. How is Paul’s concern for the church seen in 1:28-29?
Digging In

3. Read Col 2:1-7.  How is Paul’s love for the Church seen in v. 1?
4. What does it mean to struggle in prayer for brothers and sisters in Christ?  What can we learn from Paul’s example?  (cf. 1:9-14)
5. What specifically was Paul’s desire for the Colossians, Laodiceans and others?  (2:2-3)

6. How does this compare with the way we usually pray?  

7. What steps can we take to follow Paul’s example?  (cf. Phil 3:17)

8. In Scripture, a mystery is a truth that was once concealed but now revealed.  In Col 1:27 the mystery is that Christ indwells believers, including Gentiles.  What is the mystery in 2:2?
9. Why do you think Paul made a point of all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge being found in Christ?  (3)
10. [image: image1.wmf]Why would this be particularly important for the Colossians?   -- for us?  (4)

11. The Colossians had received Jesus as Lord – as Master.  Paul exhorts them to continue to live in him. (6)  Paraphrase his exhortation in v. 7.
Getting Personal
· Are you rooted in Christ?  
· Are you growing in your Christian life?

· Any varmints in your garden?

· What steps are you taking to be built up in him – to be strengthened in your faith?

