Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Messy Faith
Getting Started
What does it look like to be a fully devoted follower of Christ?
Digging In
1. Read 1 Samuel 13:13-14.  Samuel is speaking here to King Saul.  Why did God reject Saul as king?
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How does Samuel describe the one that God would choose as a replacement (David)?

3. Read 1 Sam 17:34-37.  What character qualities did David demonstrate in these verses?

4. Read 1 Sam 24:1-7.  Saul tried several times to kill David.  David had a couple opportunities to kill Saul, but didn’t.  Why?  What does this reveal about David’s character?  
5. Read 2 Sam 11.  In what ways did David sin?

6. Read 1 Kings 15:1-5.  This passage begins by talking about Abijah, but also gives us some important information about King David.  How is David described here?
7. How do you reconcile David’s serious failures in 2 Sam 11 with his lasting reputation in 1 Kings 15?  In what sense can he be called a man after God’s own heart?
8. Take a few minutes to meditate on Psalm 63:1-8.  In what ways is David’s devotion to the Lord seen in this passage?

9. How does this affect your overall view of King David?

Getting Personal

· In what ways was David a man after God’s own heart?
· Most of us have not sinned as outrageously as King David.  But if we’re honest, we may need to admit that nor are we as passionately committed to the Lord as David was.  What would you say about yourself?  Do you feel that your devotion to the Lord matches that of David?
· If not, how can we take steps to follow David’s example and become men and women after God’s own heart?

