Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Making it Real
Getting Started
Have you ever had something stolen?  If so, how did it make you feel? 
Digging In
1. Read through the book of Philemon.  Write down your first impressions.
2. [image: image1.wmf]Now focus on vv. 1-7.  What words does Paul use in addressing Philemon? (vv. 1 & 7)  What does this say about Paul’s relationship with Philemon?

3.  Why did Paul thank God for Philemon? (vv. 4-5)
4. Why was Philemon such an encouragement to Paul? (v. 7)

5. Reviewing vv. 1-7, how was the power of the gospel evident in Philemon’s life?

6. In v. 8 Paul finally begins his appeal on behalf of Onesimus.  How does he demonstrate tact and sensitivity?

7. How had the gospel transformed Onesimus? (vv. 11-16)

8. How does Paul want Philemon to now view Onesimus?  (15-16)

9.  Read vv. 17-22.  Paraphrase Paul’s appeal to Philemon.
10. This is a big thing to ask.  How is Paul willing to personally sacrifice to help bring about this reconciliation?
Getting Personal
· Put yourself in the place of Philemon.  Your slave has stolen something and run away.  Now Paul is asking you to accept him back.  How would you feel about this request? Explain.
· The gospel already had a life-changing impact in the lives of Philemon and Onesimus.  How could it bring about reconciliation in their relationship with one another?

· How can the transforming power of the gospel change the way you view those who have wronged you?

· Is there an Onesimus in your life.  In other words, is there someone with whom you need to be reconciled?

